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Welcome 
Set in a beautiful, semi-rural, yet suburban area of south east London, 

the Parish Church of St Nicholas, Chislehurst has been a constant 

witness to the abiding presence and love of God since the earliest 

times. 

 

There has been a place of worship on this site for over a thousand 
years, and the Norman font in the church is still in use today.  

 

The current building dates back to the 15th century, but was 

significantly enlarged in the 19th century in response to pressing need 

as well as perceived opportunities for growth and outreach. 

 

The history of St Nicholas’ church and the stories it holds in its very 

fabric recount a long history of lives touched by the love of God.  

 

As well as a place of constant witness to our faith in Jesus Christ, this 

parish church has a powerful history connecting it to stories of 

exploration, invention, achievement, and devotion both to God and to 

people. 

 

It is a building that has evolved and grown, just as the mission and 

ministry to the people of God in this place, and beyond, has also 

evolved and grown.  

 

Today we are still committed to that ongoing journey of evolution and 

growth – it is a pilgrimage of faith, to which our built heritage stands 

witness. Upon the firm foundations of the past, we rededicate 

ourselves and our church (the building and the people) as a focus of 

inclusion, welcome, faith, and loving service. 

 

Whatever has brought you here today, you are most welcome. You 

are invited to become part of the life of St Nick’s; it will change your 

life as you, with us, encounter the living God. 
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An Introduction to Ordinary Time 
The term Ordinary Time, in the context of the liturgical (worship) year, 

does not mean "usual or average". Ordinary here means "not seasonal”. 
 

Ordinary Time is that part of the worshiping year that lies outside the 

seasons of Lent-Easter and Advent-Christmas. The readings during the       

liturgies of Ordinary Time help to instruct us on how to live out the 

Christian faith in our daily lives - it is the green season of the Church’s 

year; a season of personal growth and maturity under God. 
 

Ordinary Time is ‘crowned’ at the end of the Liturgical Year with the 

Feast of Christ the King.  
 

Ordinary Time in the Church's year occurs in two sections. The first 

begins on the day after the Presentation of Christ in the Temple 

(Candlemas), and continues until Ash Wednesday which marks the 

beginning of the Season of Lent (purple).  
 

The second section of Ordinary Time begins on the Monday following 

Trinity Sunday (white/gold) and continues until Kingdom Season (red), 

the final Sundays of the Church year, in which we remember saints and 

souls, and the Kingship of Christ. Then a new Church year begins again 

on Advent Sunday (purple).  
 

 
As the seasons of life come and go,  

may we rest secure  

in the eternal changelessness of God  

who reveals Godself to us in our worship,  

in Word and Sacrament,  

and in our encountering  

and welcoming of others. 
 

 
 

 Common Worship 

Services and Prayers for the Church of England,  

material from which is included in this service  

is copyright© the Archbishops’ Council 2000 
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THE GATHERING                         

We STAND 

HYMN 
 

Greeting and Welcome 

In the name of the Father,  

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

  

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 
 

The Presiding Priest welcomes everyone to worship 
 

Praying together: 

Almighty God,  

to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Prayers of Penitence                                           

STANDING 

The liturgical deacon may say: 

As we prepare to encounter God in Word and Sacrament,  

let us ask for God’s forgiveness and mercy: 
 

Silence for personal prayer 
 

Most merciful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

we confess that we have sinned in thought, word and deed.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart.  

We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  

In your mercy forgive what we have been,  

help us to amend what we are, and direct what we shall be;  

that we may do justly, love mercy,  

and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 
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The following may be said or sung: 

Lord, have mercy, Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy, Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy, Lord, have mercy. 
 

The Presiding Priest declares the absolution of confessed sins: 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent,  

have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  

and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Glory to God                                           

Rejoicing in the all-forgiving power of God’s love,  

let us proclaim ‘Glory to God in the highest’: 
 

This refrain may be used between sections of the Gloria: 

Glory to God, glory to God,  

glory to God in the highest 
 

Glory to God in the highest,  

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King,  

almighty God and Father; 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God,  

you take away the sin of the world;  

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One,  

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  

with the Holy Spirit,  

in the +glory of God the Father. (Amen) 
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Collect (Opening Prayer)                              

  STANDING 

The Presiding Priest prays the Opening Prayer (Collect) 

and the people make it their own by responding, Amen;  
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

Old and / or New Testament Readings                                 

 We SIT 

At the end of the reading(s), the reader says: 

For the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

  
HYMN                                                                            We STAND 

 

Gospel Reading 

All may sing: 

Alleluia! 

 

We face the Gospel book to hear the teaching of Jesus, which may be read 

by the liturgical deacon: 

 

My sheep hear my voice, says the Lord. 

I know them, and they follow me. Alleluia! 

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to... 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[The Gospel reading from Revised Common Lectionary (NRSV) is read] 
 

At the end of the Gospel reading: 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

All may sing: 

Alleluia! 

 

A SERMON is preached, followed by silence or music for reflection 
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Creed 

We STAND 

We believe in one God,  

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,  

Light from Light, true God from true God,  

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit  

      and the Virgin Mary and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son  

is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession  

We SIT or KNEEL 

We pray for the needs of the Church and the world, and we give thanks. 

  

One of these responses, or an alternative, may be used during the prayers: 

Lord, in your mercy     or Lord, hear us 

hear our prayer   Lord, graciously hear us. 
  

The prayers may conclude with, 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son,  

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

  

If there are any Banns to be published, or Notices, they are read now. 

 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 

Peace 
 We STAND 

An introduction to the Peace is said, followed by, 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you  

and also with you. 
 

The liturgical deacon may say: 

Let us offer one another a sign of that peace. 
  

Preparation of the Table 

As the altar is prepared we sing the offertory HYMN during which the 

bread and wine are brought forward and an offering may be presented. 

 

 

Table prayers may be used, to which the response is: 

Blessed be God for ever. 
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Eucharistic Prayer 
STANDING 

The Lord be with you     or    The Lord is here 

and also with you        God’s Spirit is with us  

 

Lift up your hearts 

we lift them to the Lord 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise 

  

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give you thanks, 

holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 

From sunrise to sunset this day is holy, 

for Christ has risen from the tomb  

and scattered the darkness of death with light that will not fade. 

This day the risen Lord walks with your gathered people, 

unfolds for us your word, 

and makes himself known in the breaking of the bread. 

And though the night will overtake this day 

you summon us, Father, to live in endless light, 

the never-ceasing Sabbath of the Lord. 

  

And so, with choirs of angels and with all the heavenly host, 

we proclaim your glory and join their unending song of praise: 
  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Blessed is he  

who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

  

 



10 

 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;  

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

and according to your holy will,  

these gifts of bread and wine  

may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed,  

took bread and gave you thanks;  

he broke the bread and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

  

Take, eat;  

this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

  

In the same way, after supper 

he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: 

  

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it,  

in remembrance of me. 

 

The liturgical deacon may say: 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died: Christ is risen: Christ will come again. 

  

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,  
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 

rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,  

and looking for his coming in glory,  

we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.  

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,  

we bring before you this bread and this cup  

and we thank you for counting us worthy  

to stand in your presence and serve you. 
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Send the Holy Spirit on your people,  

and gather us into your kingdom,  

so that we, in the company of the Blessed Virgin Mary,  

St Nicholas, and all the saints, may give you praise and glory for ever,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,  

for ever and ever.  

Amen.  

 

Lord’s Prayer    
Jesus taught us to call God, ‘Our Father’,  

therefore in faith we pray: 

 

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come,  

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours now and for ever.   

Amen. 

  

Breaking of the Bread 
We break this bread,  

to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many,  

we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
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We SIT or KNEEL  

One of the following is said or sung:    

EITHER              

Lamb of God  

you take away the sins of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God  

you take away the sins of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God  

you take away the sins of the world, 

grant us peace. 

 

OR 

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace. 

 

 

Giving of Communion 

The Priest shows the people the host and says: 

This is the table, not of the church, but of the Lord. 

It is made ready for those who love him 

and for those who want to love him more. 

So, come, you who have much faith  

and you who have little; 

Come, not because it is I who invites you  

- it is the invitation of the Lord. 

It is the Lord’s will  

that those who wish to should meet him here. 
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One of the following prayers may be said, 

 

Most merciful Lord, 

your love compels us to come in. 

Our hands were unclean, 

our hearts were unprepared; 

we were not fit 

even to eat the crumbs from under your table. 

But you, Lord, are the God of our salvation, 

and share your bread with sinners. 

So cleanse and feed us 

with the precious body and blood of your Son, 

that he may live in us and we in him; 

and that we, with the whole company of Christ, 

may sit and eat in your kingdom. 

Amen. 

 

Or 

 

We do not presume 

to come to this your table, merciful Lord, 

trusting in our own righteousness, 

but in your manifold and great mercies. 

We are not worthy 

so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table. 

But you are the same Lord 

whose nature is always to have mercy. 
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, 

so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ 

and to drink his blood, 

that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body 

and our souls washed through his most precious blood, 

and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. 

Amen. 
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Everyone comes forward to receive communion or a blessing. 

 

All who are members of any Christian Church are welcome to share in 

communion, if it is your custom.  

 

If you do not normally receive communion but would like to receive a 

blessing, please come forward carrying this service booklet with you. 

 

Hymns/worship songs may be sung as people make their communion. 

 

After communion a period of SILENT PRAYER is kept by everyone. 

 

 

Prayer after Communion 

We STAND 

Praying together: 

Merciful God,  

you have called us around your table,  

and we have met you here. 

Teach us the ways of gentleness and peace,  

and make us one in heart and mind,  

in Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

OR 

Spirit of questioning hearts, hopeful and afraid, 

we wait to recognise you. 
Bless our doubt and our disbelief;  

may we share both our uncertainty  

and our conviction,  

and inspire one another to go out, as we are,  

to act and live in the name of Christ.  

Amen. 
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Blessing and Dismissal 
Life is short, and we don’t have much time  

to gladden the hearts of those who journey with us,  

so be swift to love and make haste to be kind,  

and the blessing of God almighty,  

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit  

be upon you this and every day.  
Amen. 

  

OR 

May Christ’s holy, healing and enabling Spirit be with you  

to guide you on your way at every change and turn, 

and the blessing of God almighty,  

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit  

be upon you this and every day. Amen. 

 

OR 

Hear the teaching of Jesus: 

‘Blessed are those who hear the word of God and obey it.’ 

Go now to do God’s will; 

and the blessing of God almighty,  

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit  

be upon you this and every day.  

Amen. 
 

HYMN 

 
The liturgical deacon may say: 

The Eucharist is ended, our service must now begin. 

Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ.  

Amen.   
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Prayers for personal use 
  

Christ in my mind  

that I may see what is true; 

Christ in my mouth  

that I may speak with power; 

Christ in my heart  
that I may learn to be loved; 

Christ in my hands  

that I may work with tenderness; 

Christ in my soul  

that I may know my desire; 

Christ in my arms  

that I may embrace without fear; 

Christ in my face  

that I may shine with God.  

Amen. 

  

  

+ 

  

  

May God  

who dances in creation,  

who embraces us with human love, 

who shakes our lives like thunder,  

bless us and drive us out with power 

to fill the world with justice and peace,  

after the example of all the saints,  

and surrounded by their prayers;  

in Christ’s name.  

Amen. 

 

 


