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LOOKOUT
St Nicholas’ Church, Chislehurst

WELCOME to the June/July 2021 edition of Lookout.  This month the Rev’d Jonathan 
has contributed an edited version of his sermon from Sunday 16 May 2021, looking 
back at a challenging year and how we emerge into a post-pandemic country.

This, hopefully, will be my last edition of Lookout.  I have enjoyed my involvement in 
the production of the Parish Magazine for sixteen years since 2005, the topic of my 
article ‘A brief history of Lookout’. I have met a lot of people along the way but think 
it’s time I finally retired. Thank you for having me as your editor. This leaves a very 
real question as to what to do next in order for the magazine to have a future. Please 
read our description of how things stand and take part in the Lookout survey to help 
guide the future of this 154 year old periodical.

This edition contains articles written pre- and post-Covid 19 which reflect how things 
currently are and how they were.  Rev’d Harriet Johnson has written about a visit 
to an exhibition at the newly re-opened British Library.  Rev’d Harriet was a regular 
contributor to Lookout before her Ordination and many of you will remember that 
following the completion of her curacy and the onset of coronavirus, she came to our 
rescue during the pandemic and provided streamed services from an empty church.  
Thank you again Harriet for everything you have done for the parish and for Lookout.

Joanna Friel, another regular contributor to Lookout over the years, draws our 
attention to the atmospheric churchyard. Many people discovered this as part of 
peaceful strolls during the pandemic.

Our churchwardens, Sarah Cordwell and Anthony Faulkner deserve another round 
of thanks, not only for guiding us through the interregnum and pandemic, but for 
agreeing to serve as our churchwardens for another year.  I would like to register my 
personal thanks to them for their help and support to me as editor and for allowing 
me to re-print their profiles which were first written in 2017 and 2019.

Jean Pailing, Anna Slowey, Ann Dyer and Carol Cooper were all regular contributors to 
Lookout. Jean delighted in making detailed plans about visits to interesting sites and 
places that were possible to visit in one day.  With the company of Anna Slowey, Jean 
embarked on her ‘Lookout jaunts’ and then wrote about the outings, including the 
best ways of travelling to the planned destination, where to eat and the availability 
of toilet facilities. As well as her ‘outings’ with Jean, Anna enjoyed visiting and writing 
about places such as the war graves in France and destinations with links to faith and 
the church.  In her pre-Covid article, I’ve selected her book review about the Cathars 
of Languedoc as this book is a good read and is still available online and in bookshops.

Ann Dyer often took the role of travel/holiday features writer for Lookout.  Out of her 
many holidays and trips to sometimes exotic places, I have selected an article by Ann 
about her visit to Durham when she had Bed & Breakfast in the Castle. 

Finally, Carol Cooper has also written many articles for Lookout.  Her specialities 
reflect her interest in art, especially in Dulwich Picture Gallery and stories about some 
of the original owners of National Trust properties.  I have chosen Carol’s article about 
Knole House, Sevenoaks mainly because National Trust properties, including Knole, 
opened again in May and Sevenoaks is easily reached by road or rail.

I hope you find time to read and enjoy all of the above and that you will not hesitate 
to contact Rev’d Jonathan, one of the Churchwardens or myself expressing your views 
on the future of Lookout.

MARGARET DREW 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSekEz6LvqFpzEPPDjggKZNsronkfVyBKp5LXleOPgKm5IPeJA/viewform?usp=sf_link


REFLECTIONS

EDITED SERMON GIVEN ON 
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER & 
DAY OF THE
ANNUAL CHURCH MEETING’
We gather, as the Church, in fellowship with other Christians around the world, in 
the space “in-between”: having just celebrated the feast of the Ascension and now 
on the threshold of something new – Pentecost. We are invited to enter a period 
of waiting once more. It is an invitation to wait that we have become familiar with 
over the last year or so. But this period of waiting is a bit different; it’s the pause 
between the hope of the past and the hope for the future. It is sometimes hard 
to hold this space because we’re so eager to move on and find new direction (or 
return to the ‘old space’). It is in these in-between times, in this ‘meantime’ that we 
are invited to find new meaning and fresh hope, and to hold the anxiety and fears 
of the future at bay. 

In-between times are a powerful motif in our Scriptures. We are walking the 
spiritual road from Easter to Pentecost (via the Ascension), working out afresh 
the impact of Jesus’s resurrection on the world, on the shape of our lives and 
worldviews, and on our discipleship as followers of Christ. But, as churches 
emerging from a pandemic and its hard impact on life, worship and community, 
we are also navigating uncharted waters in so many ways. None of this is either 
straightforward or obvious, is it? And none of us have the simple answer to any of 
the conundrums it throws up.

If you’ve ever stood at the threshold of a significant change in your life and found 
yourself anxious and waiting, you’ve experienced what psychologists call liminal 
space. The Franciscan Friar, Richard Rohr, describes liminal space this way: 

“It is when you have left the tried and true, but have not yet been able to replace 
it with anything else. It is when you are between your old comfort zone and any 
possible new answer. If you are not trained in how to hold anxiety, how to live with 
ambiguity, how to entrust and wait, you will run… anything to flee this terrible 
cloud of unknowing.” 
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It’s a very natural response to the uncertainty and ambiguity of this place. 
One finds oneself longing for the truth and structure of what was or of what 
will be. Uncertainty is not easy to live with. We are in liminal space just now.

Over this last year, or so, we have had to learn plenty about how we look at 
life, how we have had to re-grind the lenses of our spirit’s eye and look at life 
differently.  We have learnt, in the midst of our perhaps too complacent, too 
busy, too distracted lives, that life is fragile. Some of us have held that truth 
painfully in our hearts as we mourn the lives of those who now, we pray, live 
with God, in heaven.
One of the biggest ‘in-between’ times for God’s people was in the Exile from 
Egypt, through 40 years of wanderings (which should’ve really taken days or 
weeks) to eventual freedom in a new place. Exile changed life for everyone 
and lasted decades. Has our ‘Covid Exile’ changed us? What have we learned? 
Or are we just longing to go back to ‘Egypt’…. or will we choose new and 
Promised Lands?

The pandemic might be unique in our experience, but it isn’t unique in 
history. The immediate challenges might seem enormous, but are they 
more enormous than Germany recovering from the Second World War or 
impoverished Sudan emerging from decades of dictatorship? There is never 
an easy escalator from loss to prosperity; we must journey on a step at a time 
– it is not a race, and we have much to learn.

Whatever faces us as a church in the months and years ahead might be 
challenging, but it won’t be definitive. If we have to regroup and reshape 
how the church operates, then so be it. We won’t have the luxury of being 
sentimental or nostalgic; hard realities will make sure we can’t duck hard 
decisions. However, how we go about all this will matter most, and will 
indicate the reality of our Christian commitment, and how we exercise 
leadership and followership (discipleship), together.

The most important challenges for us are to: do our best, be kind, speak 
with love and courtesy & keep our focus on the Kingdom of God – our 
fundamental purpose and raison-d’être. 

REFLECTIONS CONTINUED
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We will continue to pray and worship, reach out to our communities in the 
name of Christ, and encourage one another as we walk this road together. We 
will also keep our eyes open to the possibility of surprise by a faithful God who 
has demonstrated that the end is never the end – death does not have the 
final word, but – and here’s the Easter truth we have just celebrated - unless 
there is a death, new life cannot be born.

So, together, we must pay attention to making sure that we encourage one 
another as we emerge in the months ahead into a post-pandemic England 
where joy at reunions will most likely be tempered by fear and hesitancy. 
Please continue to remember: we are companions on the way, not antagonists 
with personal agendas, with wish lists that must be fulfilled at the expense of 
others, or at the expense of common sense.

Remember, you are prayed for by your clergy here. Please pray for us too. 
We have weathered a challenging year and, no doubt, learned much about 
ourselves, the world, God, one another, and our where our faith sits.

I hope also that the experience might have stripped us of some of our 
pretensions, nostalgias and illusions, leaving us better prepared for a new way 
of serving together in Christ’s church, which exists to serve God’s world, in 
extravagant love.

The Annual Meetings, each year are our chance to celebrate such 
extravagances in loving service.
Frederick Buechner once said: 
“the place we are called to be is where our great gladness and the world’s deep 
hunger meet.” 

It is at this intersection that we find the joy and purpose and meaning and 
extravagance of our vocation as Christians: together, we gather as companions 
– those who break bread together – to embark on a journey not fixated on a 
destination, but a journey in which we discover more of ourselves and of the 
God in whose image we are made, and who calls each of by name, as we travel 
– a people ‘on the move’.

REFLECTIONS CONTINUED
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Richard Hooker, one of the early theologians who articulated who we are as 
Anglican Christians wrote this. 

“I pray that none will be offended if I seek to make the Christian religion a 
spacious inn where all are received joyously, rather than a cottage where few 
friends of the family are to be received.” 

If a Church expends most of its energy on looking after itself, there is no point 
in its continued existence and we cannot expect God to sustain it. The church 
primarily exists for those who are NOT its members.

The Annual Meeting is a chance for us to look back on 2020, and to affirm and 
give thanks for the hard work of those who sought to sustain this local church 
in the most difficult times. 
 
As we begin to emerge into the next chapter, we must claim again the faith, 
hope, love and joy that are at the heart of all we do. We need to make St Nick’s 
a place in which is safe to laugh, to cry, to tell the truth in love and to listen 
attentively to one another and hear the still small voice of God. It needs to be a 
place where all are welcome - a place of joy and laughter, a place where tears are 
dried and deep friendships are made - a place where the movement of the Holy 
Spirit is felt by all. A place of hope and promise.

So please keep these things as prayers and promises in your heart for St Nick’s.  
This is your church, I am your parish priest, and together, we are an outpost of 
the Kingdom of God, and we are blessed, indeed. We have a job to do together; 
soon we will be on the road again. But for now…we wait, in this liminal space, 
learning to hold anxiety, how to live with ambiguity, and how to trust and wait.
Come, Holy Spirit, come! 
Amen.

REV’D JONATHAN

REFLECTIONS CONTINUED
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HEBREW MANUSCRIPTS

JOURNEYS OF THE WRITTEN WORD
The re-opening of museums in mid-May offered a good opportunity to 
put to the test my Old Testament Hebrew lessons by visiting this British 
Library exhibition of Hebrew manuscripts.

It was a fascinating display. Somewhat to my surprise the majority of texts were not from the 
Scriptures, although I should have realised that Scripture scrolls are much too sacred to end up in a 
secular library’s collection. It did, however, begin with a seventeenth century Torah Scroll (containing 
the first five books of our Old Testament, known as the Torah, or Law) which came from a Jewish 
community in Kaifeng in China. That far-flung origin set the tone for the rest of the exhibition and 
made clear why it was entitled ‘Journeys’ of the written word, as other manuscripts came from 
Europe, India, North Africa and the Middle East, demonstrating the remarkably wide spread of the 
Jewish diaspora in medieval times. 

The variety was not only geographic, with subject matter ranging from legal documents to scientific 
and mystical treatises. In fact, it was largely down to Hebrew scholars’ translations that many Greek 
and Arabic scientific and astronomical texts reached Western Europe. Many of the manuscripts 
showed the influence of their origins in their decoration. A nineteenth century one from Morocco 
clearly revealed an Arabic influence, while one from India had margins filled with peacocks and rich 
foliage. These were both marriage documents, or ‘ketubah’: texts which included specific provisions 
to ensure the good treatment of the wife in the event of her being widowed or divorced. These texts 
date back around 2000 years, making them one of the earliest examples of a document granting 
women legal and financial rights. A beautiful contemporary ketubah, drawing on the tradition of 
western illuminated manuscripts, was also displayed to show they are still used today.

Sadly (for me) the clear typeface and simple sentences of my Hebrew textbooks had not prepared me 
for the often-minuscule handwriting of the medieval scribe. Their tendency to leave out vowels didn’t 
help either and I was reliant on the excellent labels to learn about the exhibits. But that didn’t stop me 
from marvelling at their antiquity, variety and beauty.

The exhibition closes on 6 June, but there are usually Hebrew manuscripts available to view in the 
British Library’s (free) permanent exhibition. I strongly recommend a visit.

Harriet Johnson

Note, the British Library also offers a (very realistic) online virtual tour of the Hebrew Manuscripts 
which you can access here. 

IMAGE: (not from the exhibition) shows a Passover Haggadah (a service book used at Passover) 
illustrated in Hamburg and Altona in 1740. The picture shows Moses, Aaron the High Priest and King 

St Wulfstan, from Diocese 
of Shrewsbury

https://mpembed.com/show/?m=jimBPuRjVup&mpu=20&mpv=1&help=1%5d
http://Diocese of Shrewsbury
http://Diocese of Shrewsbury
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CHURCHYARD

WHO LIES THERE?
We are blessed to have an atmospheric churchyard! During lockdown it’s been a safe haven for people to sit 
outdoors and with its fence it’s also been a secure area for younger children to roam safely away from our busy 
roads. 

The team that look after the individual graves are a credit to the community, perhaps they see it as a green gym 
but there is a further asset that the churchyard provides; Jonathan, and Alan before him, receive not infrequent 
requests from far and wide to help with family history enquiries. I often use the church resources and the Kent 
Archeology Society monumental inscriptions lists to locate a grave and add to a family search.
 
Peter Appleby and Gerald Wright have an intimate knowledge of the graves, thank goodness. All this combined 
knowledge can provide income as some families can be persuaded to pay for the upkeep of the final resting place 
of an ancestor. 

But do you know ‘who lies there’? How about a family ‘scavenger hunt’ one day?   Can you find Sir Malcolm 
Campbell, William Willett, George Hayter Chubb, author William Pett Ridge or local architect George Somers 
Leigh Clarke? What about the two distinct graves commemorating the victims of separate heinous double 
murders, one of those visited by Gladstone himself. 

The graves of former Lords of the Manor are beside the Lych gate, the founders of the Commons Preservation 
Group can be found nearby.  Then there’s Lord Walden of Yester - recognise those names? So much of Chislehurst’s 
Victorian history is buried here.

It’s fascinating to read some of the headstones of the less high-born. The stories feed one’s imagination, thinking 
of writing a book? Bide awhile here and you’ll soon be inspired. There’s Edwin Batchelor, formally a chorister in 
this parish but afterwards a porter at Charing Cross where he died from an injury he received there in 1874. What 
about Henry Moul who met his death suddenly in the fulfilment of his duties at Chislehurst station in 1883.  Then 
there’s Ann Husbands, 16 years servant to the amiable daughters of Viscount Sydney; William Jane, 18 years bailiff 
and steward to Lord Sydney and Ann Jones, 36 years honest and faithful servant to Lord Sydney.

I’m a little more concerned about Jannis Pett, coachman to the Rector, who is described as a ‘good husband etc’ 
in 1801, and then there is Grace Hancock who died in 1882 aged 85, her grave set by Frederick Powell who for 31 
years she nursed and this is a ‘token of their love’. 

Do your own research and add a story or photograph to our understanding of who lies there. It’s not maudlin, it’s 
useful and you’ll soon be hooked on genealogy! 

JOANNA FRIEL
Chairman, The Chislehurst Society
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REINTRODUCING OUR CHURCHWARDENS

ANTHONY FAULKNER
Despite boasting a Tottenham Hotspur kit at a young age and idolising 
Jimmy Greaves who lived in the same neighbourhood, Anthony Faulkner 
was an Essex boy, brought up in a musical family.

Married at St Nicholas eight years ago, his wife Jane and Anthony have 
four children between them.  Kitty lives near Atlanta, Georgia and has 
inherited her father’s head for business. Edward not only shares his 
father’s organising abilities in his job as supervisor with an insurance 
company in Colchester, but he also, like his dad before him, is a part-time 
DJ. Anthony was a DJ for hospital radio in his twenties, as well as being 
a football reporter. Jackline studied International Business at Sheffield Hallam University and Sian is a student.

Anthony has had a lifetime of public service having been a civil servant for thirty-five years. Now if you are 
imagining that he spent all those years in an office, think again! He visited twenty countries during which he was 
caught in a riot and tear-gassed in Ecuador, caught in an air raid in Iran and was almost blown up by the IRA. He 
even spent time as a CEO, running oil rigs for the government. It’s not surprising he took early retirement! Having 
served the Queen, he decided that in retirement, like Sir Francis Walsingham, he would ‘do his bit’ for God in the 
community.

Anthony was brought up as a Quaker, and had never belonged to a church but three powerful God ‘nudges’ could 
not be ignored. The first was in Skiathos, a small monastic chapel where he experienced a deep sense of peace. The 
second was the welcome afternoon for newcomers at Christ Church, Shooter’s Hill – the one and only occasion 
when this event took place – and following which Anthony became an active member of that church. Finally, 
when he learned the Methodists needed a part-time Administrator – a job he enjoyed for eight years.

Fortunately for us, Jane and Anthony have been worshipping at St Nicholas for ten years now. Reluctantly, Anthony 
was co-opted onto the Finance Committee and then elected onto the PCC. It was June Hurn who persuaded him 
to accept the position of Churchwarden in 2019. Well done June! To Jane, who nurses in the high dependency 
unit at the Royal Brompton Hospital, we must express our appreciation that her husband will be flat out in the 
community while she is flat out at her job! Let’s hope they have time to enjoy the walks that are so important to 
them.

KATHLEEN MUSTOE
Originally printed in June 2019, Abridged by Margaret Drew, May 2021
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REINTRODUCING OUR CHURCHWARDENS

SARAH CORDWELL
Sarah was still a child when she and her family joined our parish five Rectors ago, following the permanent closure 
of their local church, St. Aidan’s.  Sarah was confirmed at St. Nick’s, married Giles here and their daughters were 
baptised here. Over the years she has helped in the Sunday School, served several terms on the PCC, has been a 
chalice assistant, and frequently organised the flowers. In recent years she and Giles have been our Stewardship 
Officers.  She’s a busy wife and mother with two working daughters still at home and has a very demanding job as 
the Payroll Manager for an American management consultancy.  Like all our lady wardens to date, she’s prayerful, 
friendly and approachable.

You don’t have far to look for the Christian role models in Sarah’s life. Her parents are Sheila and Peter Rawlins, 
both highly respected members of our church family who raised their daughters by example to worship regularly 
and to offer their time and talents in God’s service. In their younger days Sheila helped with the flowers and with 
the Village Hall Lunch while Peter was a sidesman and at one stage the magazine editor and advertising manager 
(at a time when advertisements helped to finance its publication). He too has given long service to the PCC. 

Sarah’s daughters have grown up at St Nick’s. Like Giles and Sarah, they’ve always been active members of the 
church family.  Until they went off to university, they were regular servers. They’re both back with us now, Sophie 
teaching in a Bromley C of E primary school and Hannah newly elected to our PCC (which will bring down the 
average age considerably!)  

Sarah remembers vividly that the first person to welcome her family as newcomers to St Nick’s was Fiona 
Lewington, who would eventually be the first woman to serve as Churchwarden in our parish. Sarah becomes the 
fifth. How does she feel about that? “Terrified”, she said but on her first day slipped quietly and efficiently into her 
role alongside Wendy. The rest of us won’t see the half of what they do as Churchwardens.  Their responsibilities 
are far reaching, the demands on their time considerable.  We owe them and their predecessors a huge debt of 
gratitude for their invaluable service to the parish.

ANNA SLOWEY
Originally printed in June 2019

Sadly, Peter Rawlins died earlier this year. He made an outstanding contribution to the life of
the Church. He was a dedicated editor of Lookout and gave long service to the PCC.
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154 YEARS OF THE PARISH MAGAZINE

A BRIEF HISTORY OF LOOKOUT

The first St Nicholas Parish magazine appeared in October 1867. Originally the magazines were quite small 
A5 monthly editions which until 1998  were bound together into hard-back books.  Two copies of each of the 
hard-back books were printed, one of which was kept in the church archives and one in Bromley Library. For 
many years the copies of Lookout in the church archives were kept in the vestry, as recorded in Webb’s History 
of Chislehurst. However, some of the books suffered from water-damage following a leak from the church roof. 
Fortunately, Dewi Williams who was churchwarden at that time, removed all the stored magazines from the 
wooden cupboard running along the vestry ceiling in which they had been stored, spread them all out to dry and 
then with Anna Slowey’s help, we managed to get them back into the cupboard in date order again. 

In 1967 the Parish magazine was re-named ‘Lookout’ and in January 2005 it progressed to its current size and 
format before becoming a full-coloured publication in 2010.  In addition to the hardback bound copies, Bromley 
continued to archive the printed magazines.  Peter Rawlins kindly ensured that two copies were delivered to 
Chislehurst Library every month, who retained one copy for their reference library and sent one copy to Bromley 
library through their internal post.

In 2010 St Nicholas won awards in four categories of a competition for the Best Magazine in the Diocese.  It 
received the 1st prize for Overall Magazine; 1st prize for Best Editorial; 1st prize for Best Photography and 
3rd prize for Best Front Cover. The awards were presented by Bishop James to Margaret, Editor, in his home, 
Bishopscourt, soon after he became Bishop of Rochester.

In 2012 we received a request from the British Museum to provide them with as many back copies of Lookout 
as possible and then to ensure they received copies of every magazine published thereafter.  This was shortly 
followed by a request for copies for the University of Cambridge and also the University of Dublin, both of 
whom, like the British Museum, are legally entitled to receive free copies of all printed material in the UK.  After 
a few years, Dublin dropped out but Selina continued to send printed copies to the British Library and the Legal 
Deposit on behalf of Cambridge University.

In 2014 Lookout again won the award of Best Magazine in the Diocese, followed again in 2021 with a further 
award.
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Lookout is an award-winning magazine, each edition of which is edited by Margaret Drew who started 
working on the it as a member of an editorial team in 2005.  By 2007 the team, for one reason or another, 
dwindled and Margaret took over as the editor, a post she’s held ever since.  Typesetting and design 
are handled by designers (alternatively Olly Oechsle and Alex Medrecki) with features from a range 
of contributors.  Angela Ridge provides photographs, cover images photo editing, while Peter Ridge is 
behind the monthly Prayer Focus feature. All together, this requires a significant time investment for the 
team.  Before the pandemic posed additional challenges, it was decided to produce the magazine on a 
bi-monthly basis in the interregnum between Alan’s retirement and Jonathan’s arrival in January 2021. 
Only one colourful magazine, paying tribute to Alan and Kathleen Mustoe following their last service at St 
Nicholas, was published before the pandemic imposed additional constraints on distribution, underlying 
the move to an electronic PDF-copy. 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF LOOKOUT

When the vestry cupboard became full, five 
copies of each month’s Lookout were stored in the 
cupboards that divided the bell tower from the 
back of the church.  When the cupboards were 
removed a few years’ ago, Rev’d Alan arranged to 
store the magazines in the parish office with the 
intention of a suitable storage cupboard being built 
in one of the church hall rooms. Unfortunately, the 
cupboard never materialised.

Throughout the years, Peter Appleby, Joanna Friel, 
myself and others, have referred to past copies of 
Lookout to help with a growing number of requests 
from people living locally, countrywide and abroad 
for help and information about their ancestors. 
The printed copies of Lookout recorded birth, 
deaths and marriages each month in addition to 

featured articles about the grave-yard, gravestones 
and memorial garden. They were, therefore, a good 
source of reference about the lives of those who 
lived and perhaps died in the parish.
   
This year it became apparent that a decision 
needed to be made about what to do with the
magazines and we await advice from the Senior 
Archivist in Bromley before taking this
forward.

ACCESSING HISTORIC LOOKOUT EDITIONS
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...

The content that follows shows Lookout at its best over the last dozen years - a mixture of stories covering the 
parish and surrounding area, written by members of the Church community and beyond, under the editorship 
of Margaret Drew. Despite calls since 2019 for somebody new to take over, this edition - the last under 
Margaret’s watchful eye - comes without a new team ready to take over. 

Olly, who has been working on the magazine since 2014 is also looking to retire as designer. Alex is still willing 
to contribute, but only has the time to design three editions a year. Without a fresh injection of energy, Lookout 
will join a parade of disappearing institutions.

The bi-monthly edition of the magazine as it stands is too infrequent to advertise events or services, or to 
provide timely updates on events that occurred. Indeed, the weekly e-newsletter has replaced some of the 
itinerary sharing aspects of the magazine. However, the long-form articles, covering everything from foreign 
places, local events and spiritual topics, all with some connection to this parish, are at risk of dissappearing. 

The current digital (PDF) of Lookout owes its heritage to the long history of printed editions. It is for the 
printing press, more than for the e-reader or screen that you’re watching right now. 

There is artistry in putting together content for print: an indelible medium where mistakes live on forever. 
The dimensions of the physical page set exacting limits on what can fit and what cannot. Whitespace cannot 
be left unadorned, pages (which come in “spreads” of four at a time: two sides, front and back) cannot be left 
blank. A tapestry of imagery, linework and typography helps stories pop. In short, designing a magazine for 
print is both immensely satisfying and supremely time consuming. The software we use to craft the magazine 
(Adobe InDesign) is specialised and designers need training and experience to turn eight blank spreads of 
paper into a coherent 24 page magazine.

The current format could easily return to physical printed copies once the pandemic subsides. And yet, during 
that time many of us have turned to digital versions of many services and enjoyed their convenience and 
availability, even while they lack the charm and tactile experience of the real world.  

If we elect never to return to print, then other formats that suit the endless screens of mobile phones, tablets 
and other devices become compelling options. There is no maximum length for a website, no strict rules 
on editing to wordcount, and no specialised software needed to publish pages. There is no call for a single 
designer or collator rather many can contribute at once. There is a permanent archive available to all and for all 
time.

LOOKOUT: THE NEXT CHAPTER

This 154 year old magazine stands at a crossroads. Changes to the way 
we read content, the editorial team and, of course, the pandemic, all pose 
existential challenges. The following is an appraisal of the current state, 
and a call for the next editors, designers and keepers of the magazine to 
step forward.



This leads to the questions that need to be answered. Assuming the 
presence of a weekly e-newsletter, what should the magazine’s content 
be? Has Lookout served its purpose? What is the relevance now of 
Lookout?

If Lookout continues, should it commit to print (with all its time 
consuming beauty - and expense), online (perhaps for the sake of 
convenience and efficiency) or even both?

Most crucially, are there any church members willing to give their time 
into producing it?

Your answers to these questions matter, and will help guide what to do 
next. In the spirit of the electronic version you can answer them right 
away by clicking the button below. Please give your opinions so that 
Lookout can continue to serve the parish in one form or the other for 
the duration, or like Margaret, can retire after a long and illustruous run. 
The choice is yours.

MARGARET DREW & OLLY OECHSLE

Take the survey here

A website version of Lookout 
content from April. What do 
you think?

https://forms.gle/jhbhdsZXoUSzyQtNA
https://forms.gle/jhbhdsZXoUSzyQtNA


FROM THE

LOOKOUT
ARCHIVE
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KNOLE HOUSE
SEVENOAKS
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I have worked as a guide at Knole, for adults and children, 
for many years.  It is a fascinating house in terms of its 
history, Jacobean decor and its collection of 17th century 
royal furniture.

Built in the mid-15th century as a palace for the Archbishops of Canterbury, it was 
extended in the early part of the 16th century to its present form, resembling a 
large collection of buildings surrounding seven courtyards.  The house became a 
Tudor property in 1538 when Henry VIII persuaded his Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Thomas Cranmer, to give it to him.  Henry’s children leased the house to a succession 
of courtiers then, in the late 16th century, Elizabeth I allowed her second cousin, 
Thomas Sackville, a nobleman who had achieved the high office of Lord Treasurer, to 
purchase the freehold of the house.  Thomas Sackville, 1st Earl of Dorset, finally took 
possession of Knole in 1603, and over the next five years spent a large part of his 
fortune transforming the late-medieval house into a splendid Jacobean show house.  
Since then, little has changed at Knole and visitors have the sensation that they are 
stepping back four hundred years into the past.

A descendant of Thomas Sackville, Charles Sackville, 6th Earl of Dorset, acquired 
an extensive collection of furniture from the royal palaces of Hampton Court and 
Whitehall, through his services as Lord Chamberlain to William III.  He added this 
to a similar collection inherited from his maternal grandfather, and brought it all to 
Knole in carts in 1701.  Since then, the beds, chairs, tapestries and carpets have not 
been used, just displayed in the thirteen showrooms.  The upholstery on the beds 
and chairs is in its original state.

A more recent member of the family, the writer Vita Sackville-West, was born the 
only child of Lord Lionel Sackville at Knole in 1892.  Although she was given the run 
of the house as a child, she was told that she must not touch any of the furniture in 
the show rooms.  She later referred to the rows of ancient chairs lining the galleries 
as, “lovely, silent rows, forever holding out their arms and forever disappointed.”  
Vita was unable to inherit the house on her father’s death as the property passed 
through the male line.  She loved the house with a passion and wrote about it in 
‘Knole and the Sackvilles’, pub. 1922, and used it as inspiration for her novel, ‘The 
Edwardians’.  Vita’s friend and lover, Virginia Woolf, used Vita as her model for the 
young nobleman in her novel, ‘Orlando’, with Knole as her inspiration for Orlando’s 
great country house.

Knole has been the property of the National Trust since 1946 and since then there 
has been an almost continuous programme of repairs and conservation.  The 
Sackvilles still live there, Lord Sackville and his young family occupying private 
apartments away from the show rooms.  

It is a great joy for me to be able to use Knole as a source for teaching children about 
the history of long ago, and also as an opportunity to meet visitors from near and far 
and share with them my love of this great English house.

CAROL COOPER
First published in Lookout, November 2010

National Trust properties, including Knole, were re-opened to the public from May 
24th. Times of opening and booking details on www.nationaltrust.org.uk.

IMAGE: Knole House, Credit: National Trust

http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk
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Each one of our jaunts has been blessed with glorious 
hot weather.  This was no exception.  Our first 
destination was the Church of St Peter and St Paul at 
Trottiscliffe (pronounced Trosley), in Kent.  In the cool 
of the morning, fresh and alert, we reached Trottiscliffe 
via the A25 with almost perfect precision.  It was to be 
the one and only entirely successful journey of the day! 

Admiring the hollyhocks and white roses, we strolled 
into the cool Norman church. It has a primitive 
rectangular shape with a high beamed roof, like a barn. 
The entrance porch is at the base of the flint tower, 
added in the fifteenth century.  We noted that the 
floor paving, laid down more than five hundred years 
ago, has obviously seen better days!

Throughout the centuries the little church has 
been kept open as a refuge for pilgrims travelling to 
Canterbury and ever since Gundulph (1056-1108) the 
Patron has been the Bishop of Rochester. 

There is much of interest in the church: each box pew 
has its own individual heating pipe under the seat!  The 
large organ is situated under the ‘limply sentimental’ 
West window (Pevsner’s description: we agreed with 
that).  

At the East end, there is a surprisingly elegant pulpit, 
ambitiously soaring to the roof.  How should a remote 
little church like this contain such a superior pulpit?  
Answer: it came originally from Westminster Abbey.  
Moved to make room for a coronation it ‘somehow’ 
found its way here.  The extravagant altar rail provides 
a unique point of interest: discreetly inserted into 
the rail is an alms box – for use at Churchings (aka 
The Thanksgiving of Women after Childbirth. “The 
Woman....must offer accustomed Offerings” BCP).
   
After a picnic lunch at the café in Trosley Park your 
heroes set out for Cobham.  Anna ‘thought’ she knew 
the way, and I ‘thought’ I could navigate: a deadly 
combination for two ladies who have not a shred of 
directional sense between them!  Neither claim was 
justified and we have the humiliating sight of Anna 
sidling into an Estate Agent’s in Meopham for help. 

St Mary’s church has the largest display of brasses in 
one place in England – lined up on the chancel floor.  
In the central tomb, placed right in front of the altar, 
lie the remains of the ninth Lord Cobham (1561) and 
his wife.  The fine detail and colours of the alabaster 
carving are exquisite.  Particularly fine are the ten sons 
and four daughters kneeling round the classical base.  

Church of St Peter and St Paul at Trottiscliffe. 
Credit: Trottiscliffe Parish council.

The tomb of Lord Cobham
Credit: Cobham and Luddesdown Parish Website

TROTISCLIFFE AND COBHAM

19th Century Map of Trottescliffe,
Ordnance Survey First Series, Sheet 6, Licence: CC BY-SA 4.0

http://Pevsner’s
https://trottiscliffepc.co.uk/
https://www.cobham-luddesdowne.org/
https://maps.nls.uk/geo/find/marker/#zoom=14&lat=51.3110&lon=0.3534&f=0&z=1&marker=51.3110,0.3534&from=1550&to=1970
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Walking round the exterior of the church we came 
across a heavy door set in an ancient wall, leading into a 
charming, homely, flowery quadrangle.  This, we found, 
was The College, built by Sir John de Cobham in 1362. 
The buildings originally housed a Master and four priests 
to say Masses for the souls of his ancestors.  However, 
100 years after the Reformation the accommodation 
was adapted into almshouses. Nowadays they serve as 
retirement homes for the people of Cobham. We learned 
this from a lady who told us that residents are bound by 
a set of rules. Each quarter a summoning bell is rung and 
the rules are recited for all to hear. She also showed us the 
Refectory which is used for celebratory gatherings or for 
residents entertaining their families.  We were reluctant 
to leave this pretty and peaceful spot.

The area described makes a good day’s outing: with 
children, a visit to any of these places can be combined 
with walking in the woods of Trosley Park.

 JEAN PAILING 
First published in September 2008 Lookout, abridged for this 
edition by Anna Slowey

A resident in the Cobham quadrangle
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The Yellow Cross; the story of the last Cathars, by René Weis is 
strongly recommended. It is an enthralling historical document 
that reads like a thriller! 
The book is still a good read - Editor.

THE CATHARS OF 
THE LANGUEDOC

In the 11th century an unusual form of Christianity crept westwards into the Languedoc and took root 
so firmly that by the 13th century its adherents were the largest religious group in the region.  They called 
themselves Cathars (the Pure ones).  The Catholic Church called them Albigensians and heretics.

Cathars had no priests or fixed places of worship.  Their spiritual leaders, known as Parfaits (“Perfects”), 
were ordained by a sacramental laying on of hands called the consolamentum, after which they gave away 
their possessions, adopted a simple blue habit and pledged themselves to chastity and frugality.  They 
were usually peripatetic workers, such as weavers or drovers, which made it possible for them to minister 
to believers over a wide area.

It is easy to understand why Cathar ideology was so shocking to the Church.  It held that Jesus was not 
physically born of Mary; that Satan was co-eternal with God and had created the material world and 
was thus master of all things subject to decay and death; that the soul belonged to God but could only 
join Him in eternity if it departed from a pure body.  To this end a dying believer should receive the 
consolamentum then undergo the endura – a fasting unto death.  Without these preparatory measures 
the soul would be doomed to wander until it found a route to salvation by entering the body of a ‘good 
Christian’.  Further irritations to the Church were the Cathars’ refusal to pay tithes; their sexual practices 
(never for procreation, only for pleasure) and a simplicity of lifestyle that contrasted strongly with the 
luxury and licentiousness of many leading churchmen.

Posterity might have taken little interest in any of this had the Church not reacted so violently.  In 1208 
the Pope called a formal Crusade against the Cathars and a reign of terror began against the people and 
rulers of the Languedoc that continued for more than two generations, with the loss of at least half a 
million lives.  Notable atrocities are remembered to this day.  In 1244 Cathars who had been besieged 
in their mountain fortress of Montségur (pictured above) were given the option to recant or die.  More 
than 200 chose death and were burned alive in one massive bonfire.  In 1328, on the orders of the future 
Pope Benedict XII, 510 Cathars were immured in their hiding place inside the Caverns of Lombrives.  
Their remains lay undiscovered for 250 years. The early 14th century saw the Inquisition hard at work 
eliminating remaining pockets of Catharism, often arresting whole villages at a time.  Any who recanted 
under interrogation or torture and survived to be fined and released were forced to wear a yellow 

cross on their clothing.  Some individuals escaped across the mountains to Spain but not 
necessarily to freedom. One such was Guillaume Bélibaste, who in 1321 was the last Parfait 
to die at the stake.

ANNA SLOWEY
First published in Lookout in July 2010.
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A few years’ ago, I spent one night in Durham Castle as a B&B guest, and was suitably impressed by 
the grand gateway, the castle precinct, the Great Hall and the massive stonework topped by the Keep. 
I forgot in my excitement that Norman castles have steep winding staircases, with no lifts, and I had 
to climb eighty-two steps to my turret bedroom (with modern bathroom) and I was not even in the 
Keep which was higher still. I’m sure the students have no problem at all!

My reason for coming to Durham was to explore the ancient peninsular of rock carved out by the 
River Wear over centuries, and where the monks of Lindisfarne brought the body of St Cuthbert 
(d.687) to be buried in 995 - still an important shrine in the Cathedral. The monks founded the 
Benedictine Abbey in a simple church, but the later monastic buildings which survive are the most 
intact in the country.

William the Conqueror, while trying to maintain order over the troublesome Anglo Saxons, and trying 
to repel the Scots, sent three Normans in turn to rule, but they were killed by the local people; so he 
decided that maybe if he gave total authority to a Prince Bishop he might have a quieter time as the 
people would respect their spiritual leader. Prince Bishops ruled the North East for over 800 years, 
and because they were allowed to collect taxes, raise an army, and rule the people, peace generally 
prevailed, the splendid Norman Cathedral was built, and the impressive solid Castle was added to in 
different architectural styles over the years.

Bishop Van Mildert was the last Prince Bishop and he founded the University in 1832, the third oldest 
in the UK. After his death in 1836 the Castle and the buildings on the Palace Green were handed over 
to the University for University College.

After breakfast in the Great Hall, surrounded by portraits of Prince Bishops and Masters of the 
College, and with armour and guns from the Civil War in the gallery, I visited the Cathedral which 
dominates the landscape with its impressive height and size. It was planned by Bishop William St 
Calais and built in 40 years between 1093-1133. It is in the Norman style and has a stone vault with 
pointed arches which allowed the masons to build higher than before, and was a new architectural 
feature. It has huge carved pillars thought to be copied from St Peter’s in Rome.

A NIGHT IN 
DURHAM CASTLE

Image: Durham Castle,  Credit: University Rooms

http://University Rooms
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On the North Door there is a Sanctuary Knocker with the face of a Green Man, and in the Middle Ages 
those ‘who had committed a grave offence’ could seek protection in the Cathedral with the monks for 
37 days to help them sort out their problems.

As you enter by the same door at the back of the Cathedral, there is a long narrow slab of local marble 
which marked the point behind which women had to remain! This practice lasted until the mid-
sixteenth century, but women were allowed to worship in the Lady Chapel or Galilee Chapel which was 
added in 1175. The body of the Venerable Bede (d.735) was placed in a shrine here in 1370. I went to 
Evensong and sat in the Quire, and enjoyed listening to the visiting choir and the mighty Willis organ 
which accompanied the service.

I finished my trip by exploring the old city streets, indoor market, and taking a river boat cruise to view 
the Castle and the Cathedral from below, and to see the colleges by the river. However, the best view of 
the city is from the train as it leaves the station on the hill overlooking Durham.

ANN DYER
First published in October 2014 Lookout

Note: You can book accommodation here through the Durham University Website: 
https://www.dur.ac.uk/event.durham/venues/colleges/durham.castle/accommodation/

https://www.dur.ac.uk/event.durham/venues/colleges/durham.castle/accommodation/ 
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POSTSCRIPT

CHURCH MAGAZINE 
AWARDS 2021
I am pleased to report that Lookout has received 
another Award. The competition, initially
announced in a Rochester Diocesan communication 
invited parish magazine editors to submit
two copies of magazines printed in 2020. As, because 
of coronavirus, we only produced one
printed magazine in 2020 I did not enter Lookout. In 
view of the fact that many churches
also had no alternative but to change to digital 
editions, the conditions of entry were changed
to make it possible to submit magazines printed in 
the latter months of 2019 as well as in
2020 and I was invited to enter Lookout.

Although my name appears on the Certificate, both 
Olly Oechsle and Alex Medrecki, our two
brilliant magazine designers deserve equal 
recognition. Of the two magazines I entered, there
was one was designed by each. The award ceremony 
due to be held on the 19 June 2021 was
postponed and I received a telephone call and email 
with the copy certificate on that day.
The new date for the award of the actual certificate 
and trophy has been changed to 2 October
in Westminster Hall.

MARGARET
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DIGITAL EDITION TO ENJOY AT HOME

Stay Safe

ST NICHOLAS CHURCH, CHISLEHURST 
Parish Office, Village Hall, Church Lane, Chislehurst, BR7 5PE. 

General Enquiries: Parish Administrator - Selina Lindsay
Monday to Friday: 9am – 1pm. Personal callers welcome.

Tel: 020 8467 0196 • Email: stnicholaschislehurst@outlook.com • Web: stnicholas-chislehurst.org.uk
Registered Charity No.1131855. 

Priest in Charge Rev’d Dr Jonathan Bauer, The Rectory, 2 Cardinal Close, 
 BR7 6SA. email: revjbauer@gmail.com. (Day off Friday) 020 8467 4405
Assistant Priest Rev’d June Hurn, Hawk’s Wing, Hawkwood Lane, BR7 5PW 020 8467 2320 
Reader Peter Ridge, ridgeatwhitehouse@hotmail.com 020 8467 5453 
Wardens Sarah Cordwell, sarahjc45@gmail.com 020 3561 1615
 Anthony Faulkner email: anthonyfaulkner@outlook.com 07843 529406
Licensed Lay Ministers      Theodora Chamberlain 07977 465 698
 Lynton Karmock-Golds 07495 736 672
PCC Secretary Lucy Diamond email: pccsecretary.lucydiamond@gmail.com 07546 225956
Treasurer Peter Ridge, ridgeatwhitehouse@hotmail.com 020 8467 5453 
Organist/Choirmaster   Michael Bell, 1 Wesley Oak, Prince Imperial Road, BR7 5LX 020 8295 1811 
Safeguarding Officer       Susie Hemming-Clark, susiehemmingclark@gmail.com    020 8468 7945        
Village Hall Bookings     Parish Administrator 020 8467 0196
 

Lookout Editor Margaret Drew, 28 Norlands Crescent, BR7 5RN 020 8402 3569
 email: drew28@btinternet.com

Lookout Designer Olly Oechsle 


